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December 22nd marks the 25th year of CT Bike and Skate, Indoor Skate Park. It’s done and in the books.
It was just three days before Christmas 1987 when the skate park was official.  It opened with great enthusiasm.  The only skate park in CT and the only indoor park east of the Mississippi that was known at the time.


The park was conceived, designed and built by Jim Parrott, the owner of CT Bike.  We started with just the half pipe and the rest was empty floor of the 5,000 square foot space.  Half pipes were new 25 years ago and ours was known as “The Monster”, 45ft long, 24ft wide and 11 ½ ft tall. It is still in use today.


The early days were fun.  Everything was new.  At first we had a rope down the middle of the floor to separate the bikers from the skateboards.  We soon concluded that they were all kids and although they had different interests it seemed to us that they should learn to get along.  So up came the dividing rope and from there bikers, skateboarders, inline skaters and now also the scooters learned to get along.

As time passed more ramps, rider boxes and rails were added, changed, built and rebuilt until we reached the configuration we have today.  A little something for everyone I think.


Contests were big for many years.  We would have one bike and one skate contest every month.  We had different age groups, skill levels and challenges for each. Trophies were given for the top three places in each class.  Lots of classes, lots of trophies.


Kids came from all over to be part of the happening.  We called in the old TV channel 20 from Waterbury and shot a commercial about our skate park.  Around dinner time the commercial ran and our phone would ring off the hook.

The years went by, the interests of the kids expanded into music.  Garage bands popped up everywhere.  There were made up mostly of junior high and high school kids.  These kids were practicing and developing their talents with no one to hear them.  Being minors no matter how good they were there was no place to play.  So a couple times a month we sponsored the concerts.  The bands did not have a lot of music, so there were 4, 5 or 6 bands per show.  We would charge a small door fee and everyone who played got gas money anyway.


Our music days are over now, we are back to the basics of bikes, boards, blades, and recently scooters.  Many indoor skate parks opened and closed over the years. I think once again we are the only one in CT. This is not an easy business. The kids who participate are learning about life here. Learning how to get along, take turns, improve their skills and have a place to be where they are welcome; while, of course, constantly testing the limits.

Days here are always supervised.  The rules are simple.  Since we are a private operation it is a lot like your everyday job.  “You may not like the boss’s rules”; however if you want to participate etc etc. etc. There is no union or guardian angel to help you if you cross the line.  So it’s stay in line or you are out.

We impress our philosophy on everyone, and it is the driving force that enables us to operate, with our degree of control.


Along with the open park time we also offer private lessons, or you can rent the skate park for you and your people privately.  A birthday party in the most popular reason the park is rented out.  Also our skate team helps with the lessons; they offer a wealth of knowledge.

We estimate over the years we have entertained, in some way or another between 25 to 30 thousand people. We have never had a business day, no matter what the weather, that the park has been opened that someone wasn’t here to use it.


This has truly been an amazing experience.  In 1987 I thought “oh this will last a year or so” boy, was I wrong!  Today there are outdoor skate parks in almost every town it seems.  So many I stopped trying to keep track.  For the kids I am sure it has been a good thing, because they are free of charge.  That has taken customers away from our skate park; free is a difficult price to beat.  The draw back to the outdoor vs. indoor is that there is no supervision at the outdoor parks. I do not need to elaborate.


Our affiliation with the Connecticut River Council of the Boy Scouts of America has continued since almost day one.  We have completed over 272 months as crew #222 here in CT. We are the only crew of our kind.

Moving forward we hope to continue to contribute to our community.  We here know we have made a positive difference in many of the kids that have been through here.  Many in their 30’s and 40’s now even bring their kids here. Everyone has a memory of this place as they grew through their formative years.

We give thanks to our community for supporting us these past 25 years.  We are also pleased we were able to contribute in our own way.  It’s been a trip.
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